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 A VIEW FROM THE HILL 
 

 
Blyth View at dawn isn’t the precursor to an episode of Midsomer Murders, but it’s 
definitely worth experiencing once in a while.  

I’m not new to Suffolk but am relatively new to Blythburgh. The irritation at the 
prospect of Sizewell C and the havoc that it will bring, the petrol haze of the A12 on 
a hot day and the crowds that attach themselves to Southwold at the Whitsun break 
are all countered by the beauty and peace of this spot on the top of a gentle hill.  

What used to be the site of riots, of a workhouse in the 18th century described 
as “a prison with a milder name” and later of a hospital, brings with it occasional less 
than happy thoughts as well as moments of utter joy.  

Apart from the architecture, there is no real sense of the estate’s chequered 
past. There are no eerie feelings as one hears a fox’s cry at dusk, the almost silent 
beat of a bat’s wing or the sudden lightning strikes that lead the thunder and rain 
charging in from the North Sea. The ordinary becomes extraordinary – that array of 
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wildflowers on the meadow or the filmic sunsets balanced by the sight of stars 
unspoiled by ambient light.  

The water meadows and the flooding river bring another kind of beauty and one 
can imagine, albeit only a little, what people in the past here would have thought of 
the same sights. We see these things in a romantic glow and they assuredly didn’t, 
particularly those who knew that their lives would be cut short.  

The cemetery isn’t frightening, but the awareness of lost souls is sobering – and 
one can’t but help have occasional thoughts of sadness. These mingle with the 
sounds of geese as they fly towards Minsmere, the lowing of cattle, the seemingly 
content pigs, the two early evening twin prop American aircraft that fly off mission 
unknown, or the huge, yellow air-sea rescue helicopter that occasionally thud thuds 
low over the landscape towards whatever it is that it seeks.  

 
 
The seasons are so sharply different here from those of the city and a city lad 

can’t fail to notice the wonders of plants changing, of hares running and of the 
remarkable alterations of light.  

Is there a Blyth View ghost? Some say so – in various forms. A soldier, once 
billeted here a hundred years ago, allegedly played the bagpipes, much to the 
pleasure of some and to the agony of others. Whether you care for Pink Floyd or 
The Wind in the Willows, very early on a summer’s day, through the Blyth mist, you 
can sometimes hear the distant but definite strains of a piper piping at the gates of 
dawn.  

Simon Maier, Blyth View 
 
Photos: Colin Huggin 
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Anyone for a Danish? 

 
 
Blythe Belles met in December for an evening of cooking – and eating – the most 
delicious Danish pastries. With Colin Huggins in attendance as a lovely assistant, 
Mary Gundry’s friend Nanna Lay turned out to be not only a wonderful pastry chef, 
but a great advocate for all things Danish. All her cakes were decorated with tiny 
Danish flags 
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Wild Watch 
Given how infrequently they’re seen, it surprises many people to learn that there 
are approximately 62 land and 31 marine species of wild mammal on the UK list. 
This includes those recently reintroduced: European beaver, wild boar, moose and 
reindeer. 

The ones we do see regularly are other non-native introductions: grey squirrels, 
and the fallow and Reeves muntjac deer, – I haven’t included them in the count. 
Interestingly, the common rabbit and brown hare were also introduced, but as it 
was the Romans, and later the Normans, who helped establish them here I’ve 
included them as natives.  

At the same time, the Romans were importing brown bears into Britain for their 
‘entertainments’, as it’s thought that our native bears were already extinct here by 
then. Sadly, both the rabbit and brown hare are presently threatened by the RHDV2 
strain of deadly Rabbit Haemorrhagic disease. 

Many UK mammals evade our sight, as they are either small or because they keep 
to a nocturnal timetable. Of the larger ones it’s usually 
deer we see most frequently, often in large numbers, 
and they can cause severe damage to winter crops and 
woodland. As, during the past 1000 years, we removed 
both their native mammalian predators,the wolf and the 
lynx, we now have to keep the deer population under 
control. 

The sea mammals include a number which are generally counted as vagrants. We 
see relatively few sperm whales and belugas off the coast but, occasionally, a 
common seal will swim up the River Blyth in order to make a guest appearance on 

Blythburgh Day. Seals only appear on land in large 
numbers at one of their breeding beaches, such as 
Horsey Gap or Donna Nook. Between November and 
January, a percentage of the Eastern Atlantic grey seal 
population gather there to give birth and mate. 

Our list now includes some of those mammals that 
we exterminated in past centuries. Wild boar, 

accidently released, are naturalised in some areas, but reindeer, moose and 
European beaver have been reintroduced deliberately. I think we should now take 
the next step and seriously consider reintroducing those two lost natural predators. 
It wouldn’t ‘arf add some extra spice to life to think that, during a stroll in the 
woods, we might encounter the howls or tracks of wolves, or even pick up the 
scent of a lynx.  
Paul Lacey 

 
 

Red deer 
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On a Winter’s Day 
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News from Blythburgh Church 
 
New information and warm feet  
Blythburgh village groups are very generous in supporting the church building. This 
has enabled us to make some more improvements. The bell ringers now have a 
beautiful, new sisal carpet to keep their feet a bit warmer. And in the porch, people 
with posters to display will find that the old noticeboard has been refurbished and a 
new one added. 
 
Coffee & cake 
Our popular café and mini-market restarts after its winter break on Friday 27 
March 10.30–12.00. 
 

Remarkable art 
In the run up to Easter, Blythburgh church will 
be displaying a remarkable set of paintings by 
Mark Cazelet who has a house in Parham. 
We’re entitling this exhibition Stations on a 
Journey. These 15 exceptional pictures follow 
the ‘stations of the cross’, but the events are 
located in intriguing urban settings, such as 
under the Westway A40 intersection, or in 
the Kilburn Station ticket hall. 
  The paintings will be on display from 28 
March until the morning of 12 April. The 
exhibition opens with a reception on 
Saturday 28 March at 6pm. There will be 
a number of services and events which 
incorporate the works during this time, at 
some of which Mark will be present. 

 
Easter services 
5 April: Palm Sunday 11.15am at St Andrew’s, Walberswick. 
5 April: Choral Evensong 6pm in Blythburgh.  
9 April: Maundy Thursday (time and venue tbc). 
10 April: Good Friday 2pm in Blythburgh, one hour of contemplation and music 
with the Stations on a Journey exhibition.  
Also Good Friday 5pm Easter Garden making and Egg Hunt. 
12 April: Easter Day 11am in Blythburgh. 
 

Christ Sentenced - under the A40 intersection 
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How Blythburgh are you? 
At the January pub quiz in the White Hart, we were asked questions based on the 
Life in the UK test for which you need at least a 75% score in order to gain UK 
citizenship. None of us did very well.  
  Given that (by the time you read this) the UK will have – for good or ill – have 
exited the EU, we thought it would be interesting to see whether Blythburgh 
residents could qualify for leave to remain, judged on their local knowledge. Don’t 
worry, the Blythburgh Thought Police will not come knocking on your door! This is 
just for fun. Answers on page 14. 
 

1. Roughly how many people live in Blythburgh?  
2. Which wader commonly found on the Blyth estuary is the symbol for the 

RSPB?  
3. Who is the current chair of Blythburgh Parish Council?  
4. Which member of a famous US family was killed flying over Blythburgh in 

World War II?  
5. In the garden of which house would you find the ruins of the 12th-century 

priory?  
6. The Anglian king Anna and his son Jurmin were killed in a battle where?  
7. Which century saw the completion of Blythburgh church?  
8. Who was Toby whose ghost is said to haunt Toby's Walks?  
9. What is the full name of our Parish?  
10. The Bulcamp House of Industry (now Blyth View), opened in 1766, was built 

to house how many paupers?  
11. What is the name of the house on Dunwich Road built for John Pritchard who 

commissioned Marcel Breuer’s 1930s classic ‘long chair’?  
12. How long did the Southwold Railway and Blythburgh station function after its 

start in 1879?  
13. Which year saw the first Blythburgh Day? 
14. What Christian denomination met in the chapel on Dunwich Road?  
15. When did the Black Death reach Blythburgh?  
16. Which is the oldest residential building in Blythburgh?  
17. What is the name of the devilish dog who apparently left claw marks in the 

door of Blythburgh church?  
18. Who has lived in Blythburgh the longest (he also built his own house)?  
19. Name the painter, buried in the church yard, said to have been an acquaintance 

of Vincent Van Gogh?  
20. Where will you find Blythburgh’s bird hide?  
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TOPICS OF PUBLIC CONCERN 
Southwold Lent Lectures 2020 

 
This popular series makes its return. This year, in the first two subjects there will be 
two lectures, the first being on the biblical basis for action and, the second on "so 
what do we do now?" The last lecture will stand on its own. 
 
All lectures will be at 6.00 pm in the United Reformed Church, High Street, 
Southwold. Admission free. 
 
The Environment 
1 March: The Biblical Basis - Dr Hilary Marlow, Director of Studies, Divinity 
Faculty, Girton College, Cambridge 
8 March: So what can I do? - The Revd Sandie Barton, Suffolk Diocesan 
Environment Officer 

 
Debt and Poverty 
15 March: The Biblical Basis - Speaker TBA 
22 March: So what can I do? - The Revd Nic Stuchfield, Christians Against Poverty 

 
Disagreeing Better 
29 March: Speaking the Truth in Love - Hugh Williamson  
Emeritus Regius Professor of Hebrew, Christ Church College, Oxford 
 

 

Residential Property

Commercial Property

Wills and Powers of Attorney

Probate

Notarial Services

01502 724750

23a High Street, 
Southwold, Suffolk  

IP18 6AD

MANTINS.CO.UK

Specialist legal advice  
in Southwold
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Martha Burrows’ Romanian Traveller’s Tales Part 2 
We re-join Martha and Girl Guides in Godinestii, a small farming community about 90 
minutes’ drive from Bacău. Her time in Godinestii is coming to a close but life lessons 
learned there will stay with Martha for many years to come: the strong sense of community; 
an emphasis on caring; young children looking after even younger siblings; and the fact that 
they all willingly share what little they have. 

The next stop for the group is Brașov where they have the opportunity to explore and 
discover a bit more about Romania. The first visit is to a village that hadn’t changed since 
medieval times: houses that provide shelter for people and their cows; beautifully coloured 
decorative tapestries that were still being made by a local woman; and the fortified church 
with orchards and gardens inside the walls – which had provided both protection and 
sustenance against invasion.  

For lunch, the group trekked up hill and were treated to a meal in a local house: the 
strongest tasting handmade cheeses Martha has ever tasted (they were SO strong!), followed 
by yummy doughnuts made with lemon flavoured dough. Polenta is also a staple which is 
served in all households and restaurants – Martha reports that, in her opinion, it’s not as 
good as mashed potatoes. 

The next day, the group hiked to a volcanic lake which was a stunning bluey green colour. 
The weather was lovely, and with blue skies and lush green meadows it reminded Martha of 
Switzerland.  

Their local guide was passionate about nature, and they were very lucky to see a beaver 
in the wild. There was a massive dam where beavers had ripped trees down on the stream 
which ran along the side of a road. They were looking at this impressive construction, when 
a very large beaver just swam towards them – it was magical.  
 

The final treat was a visit to 
Dracula’s Castle – it looked more like a 
straightforward house on a hill than a 
castle, and it definitely wasn’t as 
scary as Martha had hoped.   

 
On the way to the airport for 

the flight home our intrepid Girl Guides 
got stuck in traffic, arriving at the 

airport only 30 minutes before their departure time. They still had to get their tickets, check 
in their luggage, pass through security and run to their departure gate. They made it and 
could smile about it afterwards because they were “all in it together” and because Guides 
are always “prepared for anything”! 
Sonia Boggis 
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The Blythburgh Latitude Trust 
is making grants 

The Blythburgh Latitude Trust 
makes grants to individual 
parishioners, families and 

organisations to meet specific 
needs. 

For your grant, contact 
the honorary administrator, 

Jim Boggis, Marsh End, 
Church Road, (478 687) 

All applications will be treated in 
complete confidence. 

Apply now 
The trustees are Jenny Allen, chair, Jeff Sutton, Michael 

Nicholls, Malcolm Doney, Sarah Wickham and Harry Waller. 

YOUR PARISH COUNCILLORS BLYTHBURGH ASSOCIATIONS 

Chair: Roderick Orr-Ewing Blythburgh Latitude Trust 
Jim Boggis 01502 478687 

Planning Advisory Committee: 
Sonia Boggis, Jeff Sutton, Val Carse Village Hall and Film Club 

Olive Forsythe 01502 478521 
Financial Advisory Committee: 

Chiara Saunders, Jeff Sutton, Jim Boggis Horticultural Society 
Val Carse 07973 389898 

Councillor: Malcolm Doney, Martha 
Burrows Blythburgh Matters 

Ro Williams 01502 478484 
Clerk: Jim Boggis 01502 478687 

Blyth Belles 
www.blythburgh.onesuffolk.net Sarah Wickham blythbelles@gmail.com 

A message for all newcomers to Blythburgh: if you have come to the village in the last three years and not 
received a welcome pack please contact Roderick Orr-Ewing on roderick@millend6.plus.com 
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A WORD OF ADVICE 
What does Citizens Advice mean for our corner of Suffolk? The services the 
Citizens Advice Bureau (CAB) offers are many and varied, with the aim being to help 
solve problems faced by members of the local community. It’s part of a wider 
context: CAB was founded in 1939, and today counts six national offices and 600 
independent local offices around the country. 

I work as a Money Adviser for the CAB Leiston, Saxmundham and District. This 
covers a large area in East Suffolk. Services are provided by a small paid staff and 
around 30 volunteers in the main office 
in Leiston, and in outreaches in 
Wickham Market, Saxmundham, 

Framlingham, Woodbridge, 
Aldeburgh and Alderton.  

Free, independent and confidential 
advice is offered to all members of the 
community, with specialist clinics for debt 
management, assistance with DWP disability benefit claim forms, and help to claim 
for Universal Credit. In recognition of the lack of the regular local transport in the 
area, Leiston main office and the outreaches offer a drop-in service as well as advice 
by phone and email.  

A typical day in the Leiston office could see the waiting room busy throughout 
the opening hours with up to four volunteer general advisers seeing clients and 
answering phone queries on issues that might include: problems with a recently 
bought car; parking tickets; tax fines; credit card debts; bereavement; housing; 
benefit applications and more. A skeleton paid staff provides back-up, deals with 
specialist queries and provides advice on how to manage debt. It can be hectic and 
pressurised, but it’s also interesting and challenging. Staff, both paid and volunteers, 
provide a supportive and enjoyable work environment.  

As a charity, Citizens Advice Leiston relies on funding, working with a range of 
stakeholders including the local authority, housing associations and other charities. 
Articles in the local press have discussed the pressure on the County Council 
funding provided to CAB in Suffolk. This is an ongoing concern if services are to be 
kept at their current level.  
Chiara Saunders 
 

If you are interested in using the services of Leiston Citizens Advice, you can contact them on 01728 832 
193 to speak to an adviser or to check opening hours. If you’re interested in supporting your local office, you 
can enquire about becoming a volunteer adviser, or see what fundraising opportunities are being organised – 
Citizens Advice Leiston Saxmundham & District has a Just Giving page and is a listed charity with Amazon Smile 
and Easy Fundraising. 
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How Blythburgh are you? Answers 
1. 300 (according to the 2011 census) 2. Avocet 3. Roderick Orr-Ewing 4. Joe Kennedy Jr  
5. The Priory 6. Bulcamp 7. 15th century 8. Tobias Gill (Black Toby) who was hanged for the rape 
and murder of a local girl named Anne Blakemore in 1750 9. Blythburgh with Hinton and Bulcamp 
10. 400 11. Isokon 12. 50 years 13. 2010 14. Primitive Methodists 15. 1349 16. Hawthorn Farm 
17. Black Shuck  18. Derek Ketts 19. Harry Becker 20. On the old railway line path heading 
towards Walberswick 
 
How did you do? 
15-20: You are so Blythburgh  
10-15: Here for the weekend? 
5-10: Bye-bye  
0-5: Don’t even think about it… 
 

What’s on 
Date Event Venue Time 
8th Feb 

Owen Williams Memorial Quiz  contact Ro 
on 07886 465552 or 01502 478484. Village Hall 7.30pm 

28th March Opening reception Mark Cazalet exhibition Church 6.00pm 
29 March – 
12 April 

Stations on a Journey – paintings by Mark 
Cazalet Church All day 

27th March Café and Mini Market Church 10.30 -
12pm 

10th April Easter Garden Making and Egg Hunt Church 5pm 
15th May Special Meeting to discuss Village Hall Village Hall TBC 
25th July Hort Soc Summer Show Church TBC 
9th August Blythburgh Day The Priory 12-5pm 
16th August Animal Service Church 11am 
Regular Events 
Every 
Monday 

Choir (all welcome - contact Ashleigh 
ashleighkillen64@gmail.com) Village Hall 7.00pm 

Every 
Tuesday Line Dancing (all welcome) Village Hall 7.30pm 

Every 
Thursday Tours of the Village Church (all welcome) Holy Trinity 

Church 11.00am 

First Friday 
of the month Film Club (all welcome) Village Hall 7.30pm 

Last Friday of 
the month Café and Mini Market (from March) Church 10.30-

12 

1st Thurs of 
the month Blyth Belles (open to all women in the area) 

Please check 
blythbelles@
gmail.com 

7.30pm 

2nd Wed of 
the month, 
bimonthly 

Parish Council Meetings Village Hall 7.15pm 
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Bulcamp booty 
Nothing has ever been found to help locate the site of the battle of Bulcamp when, 
in the year 654, the Anglian king Anna was defeated by the Mercian Penda. The 
bodies of Anna and his son were brought to Blythburgh which became a place of 
pilgrimage, where the royal relics were venerated until the 12th century.  

In 2009 an astonishing collection of Anglo-Saxon gold and garnet weapons and 
ornaments was found in a field in Lichfield – the 'Staffordshire Hoard'. Of the 
thousands of deliberately broken-up pieces, almost 700 have been identified, of 
which 80% are fittings from weapons, mostly swords. There is also a piece of a large 
Christian processional cross, and a jewelled ornament from the top of a bishop's 
headpiece. Stylistically there is a clear relationship with the discoveries made at 
Sutton Hoo. 

Archaeologists have concluded that all the evidence points to the hoard being 
booty collected by Penda from his defeated enemies, including Anna. Remarkably it 
seems that after 13 centuries, the spoil from the battle of Bulcamp has been found. It 
is now on display in Birmingham and Stoke-upon-Trent museums.  
Alan Mackley 
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NOTES FROM DAISY BANK LXXXIV 
The other day while I was faffing about in one of the sheds, I heard the following: 
“You've got to come and look at this cottage, it's so cute. I've got to take a picture of 
it.” We often hear that sort of thing, and people are forever taking pictures of 
“cutesville cottage”. But when you see these programmes like Escape to the Country, 
and, in some marvellous idyllic period country farmhouse, they complain about the 
light, or lack of it, the beams, the low ceilings and the small rooms, I tend to chuckle. I 
suspect that, were they to come down the steps and see the dolls’ house we live in, 
they’d think again about whether they’d like it quite as much. Now, if they were to 
look next door, perhaps they would fare better. A beautiful garden with a substantial 
house and a wonderful view across the marshes and river.   
When I first thought of moving to Blythburgh, there were three houses that appealed 
to me and my pocket. One was Terry Goss's house in Priory Road formally owned 
by Mrs St Ledger, Paul and Sue's house (next door to us), and the one we are in now. 
Any of those would have been perfect.  
Notes from Milo, the Siamese:  Things are still going fine here in Daisy Bank. Had a 
bit of a problem with the odd stray cat but apart from Alice who lives next door things seem 
to have calmed down. An occasional reminder of who is in charge keeps her in her place. I 
still see Delilah patrolling the lane, but Rafael is keeping to the church area since we had 
that row.  

I usually go out about nine and have a good look round, but 
with the cold weather and rain, it’s not long before I'm back. 
With my short coat, I notice the cold more than some. The 
other day I was up on the windowsill looking out of the 
window, when this squirrel comes up the ivy and had the 
cheek to look in. Would you believe, even with a lot of hissing 

and clawing at the window by me, it stared straight back. It seemed to know that I couldn't 
get at it. I never knew they were so bright. I rushed downstairs, but there was no sign of it or 
any of the others.  
   They feed the birds the other side of the French windows and the squirrels are always 
trying to get some of the nuts themselves. Best-fed squirrels in Blythburgh, and I know for a 
fact that they've dug up loads of allium bulbs that he planted last year but he carries on 
feeding them. Of course, I continue trying to catch one, but they're too fast and agile even 
for me.  And the collar and all those bells doesn't help. 
  I'm still sleeping every night between them. I like sleeping with my head in his hand and 
when he gets up in the morning, I often get under the covers with her. For some reason they 
don't have any heat in the bedroom, so in cold weather it's the best place to be.  All in all, 
things are good. Paul Bennett 
PS. The picture is one that he painted of two of my predecessors: Maurice & Murphy  


